
Maecenas

BLUE JAYS IN 
VIRGINIA

Don’t Be a Birdnapper! 

Baby blue jays are adventurous and 

often explore the branches around 

the nest before fledging and a loss of 

balance can result in a baby on the 

ground. If you find such a bird put it 

back in the nest or as close as you 

can manage. The parents will not 

reject it.  

As a rule, all birds leave the nest 

before they can fly. They spend several 

days on the ground, but their parents 

are protecting and feeding them. They 

should be left alone. If the fledge is in 

danger, move it to a nearby safe spot 

where its parents will be able to find 

it.

D I V A  C R O W S  
www. divacrows.org 

Information in this brochure taken from https://
www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Blue_Jay/lifehistory 

https://slowbirding.wordpress.com/2011/04/13/the-secret-
and-baffling-life-of-the-blue-jay/ 

Blue Jays play an important role in 
the ecosystem. They love acorns, 

and they are often found near oaks, 
in forests, urban areas, and parks. 
Blue Jays will cache (hide) extra 
food, including their beloved 
acorns, giving them credit for 

helping reforestation. 
Blue Jay populations decreased by a 
quarter in the last 50 years but the 
breeding population is still around 
13 million, so conservationists have 
categorized the Blue Jay as Least 

Concern.

I M P O RTA N C E

Blue Jays  (Cyanocitta  cristata) 
are  native  to  Virginia  and 
play an important part in our 
ecosystem.  They  l ive  in 
urban areas and have adapted 
to live with humans. Get to 
know  these  intelligent  and 
resourceful neighbors!Fledgling blue jay resting in a tree just  after release.  Even if 

released with other fledglings and in good health, it will have to 
figure out how to avoid predators and survive in the wild on its 
own, greatly reducing its chances of survival.
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• Blue Jays are 10-12 inches long and weigh 
between two and four ounces.

• The oldest known wild blue jay lived almost 
27 years. They live seven years in the wild 
and much longer in captivity. 

• Like other corvids, Blue Jays are tricksters. 
They frequently mimic the calls of Red-
shouldered Hawk. If you want to get rid of 
competition from other species for food, 
this is a great way to scare your rivals off.

• Blue Jay feathers get their color from 
melanin, which is brown. The way the light 
reflects off the surface of the feathers 
causes them to appear blue.

• Blue Jays communicate with their crests, 
which are down when they are relaxed and 
up when they are aggressive. 

Blue Jays are fascinating creatures. Check out these 
fun facts about these amazing birds.

B L U E  JAYS

The Blue Jay inhabits the eastern two thirds of the United States. It can live in Virginia year 
round, although blue jays will also migrate south for the winter. Although younger birds are more 

apt to migrate, only about 20% do so and what prompts them to fly south is unknown.

BLUE JAY BREEDING:  

Blue Jays have tight family and social bonds, including 
staying with the same mate for life. Nest building is a 
collaborative effort, although the male generally gathers 
more of the nesting material and the female does more of 
the building. A female lays between 2-7 eggs, which will 
hatch approximately 17 days later. During incubation, her 
mate brings her food so that she does not leave the eggs.

FLEDGLING BLUE JAYS: 

A female will brood her chicks for the first 10 days and 
then join her mate in gathering food. Blue Jays eat nuts, 
seeds, fruits, and insects. They will also eat carrion. 
Between 17-21 days after hatching, the chicks will leave 
the nest as a group but will stay in the vicinity so their 
parents can still tend to them. Babies have shorter tails 
than adults and bright pink mouths.

JUVENILE BLUE JAY:  

In the fall you may see groups of blue jays, many of whom 
might be juveniles who are taking their first steps towards 
independence. Jays are very social, non-territorial, and so 
join with others during the winter months. These groups 
will all return to the same feeding stations, even if others 
are available, not only during one winter but in successive 
years.

Blue Jay feeding chicks 
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Nestling blue jay in rehab 
with a nestling mockingbird

Fledgling Jay begging for 
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Juvenile Jay after release

Juvenile Jay with pin 
feathers

Juvenile jay in rehab 


